We the undersigned, senior consultants in the Department of Medicine at Chris Hani Baragwanath Academic Hospital, are extremely concerned at the lack of available hospital beds for very ill medical patients (level 2 and level 3) who require specialist care. We call on the Gauteng Health Department to do the following to alleviate this serious situation:
• Close all Folateng private wards at Charlotte Maxeke Johannesburg Academic Hospital (100 beds), Helen Joseph Hospital (40 beds) and Sebokeng Hospital (36 beds), and re-open them for use by public sector patients. Staffing would not be an issue, because staffing already exists in these wards. The private sector has ample capacity for patients who are members of medical aid schemes.
• Consider re-opening hospitals such as Hillbrow, Kempton Park and Lenasia South, since the opening of Jabulani Hospital in Soweto will not have significant impact on its own.
